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VAN HOA BIEN DAO VIET NAM,
GIA TRi VA CACH TIEP CAN

Nguyén Chi Bén’

Tém tat: Viét Nam Ia mét qudc gia c6 dwong bo bién dai va hang ngan hon dao I6n nhé, véi hai quan

ddo Hoang Sa va Truong Sa. Van héa bién ddo Viét Nam Ia mot thuc thé cé sw van déng trong khong

gian va trong thoi gian. Bai viét dé c4p cac thanh té cta van héa bién ddo Viét Nam trong té chirc doi séng

céng déng, trong ting xtr v6i bién va doi séng tin ngudng tir d6 dé cap gia tri ctia van héa bién dao Viét

Nam: phén é&nh tam thirc cla nguoi dén Viét véi bién: vira quay lung lai véi bién, vira huéng ra bién; cé
nhiing séng tao giau ban séc v.v...

Trén co sé &y, bai viét dé nghi mot céch tiép cén van héa bién ddo Viét Nam, cho phu hop déi tuong
nghién ctru...

Ttr khéa: Van héa bién dao, tiép can, gia tri.

Nguyén Chi Bén: Marine and island culture of Vietnam: values and approaches

Having the advantage of a long coastline that encompasses a system of thousands of islands,
including the Paracel-Spratly archipelagoes, Vietnam nurtures a rich sea and island culture, which in itself
is an entity with agency that transcends time and space. This paper addresses the various components of
Vietnamese sea and island culture in the organization of communal living, of interactions with the sea and
relevant belief systems. From this starting point, the author argues for the intrinsic value of Viethamese
sea and island culture in reflecting how Viethamese people perceive the sea: both turning away from and
toward it, and from this interactivity arise rich creations of subjectivity and identity. On the basis of this
observation, the paper suggests a multi-faceted approach to Viethamese sea and island culture.
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